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his work upon Dramatic Literature. Thus the naturalist is 
forced to rely in part upon the observations of others. With- 
out such permission as this, no general survey of any depart- 
ment of thought could be possible ; and certainly none of all 
departments. In regard to the early Grecian philosophy, 
there is no other method of reaching the facts. But when a 
man undertakes to ridicule a work, and to affirm that it is 
simply nonsense, we have a right to demand that he have 
some first-hand acquaintance with it ; or else that he state 
distinctly that he has no such acquaintance. Mr. Lewes 
intimates in his Preface precisely the opposite of this, namely, 
that his views are drawn from the original works of which he 
speaks. 

In what has been said we do not wish to be understood as 
affirming that Mr. Lewes's work is entirely unworthy of con- 
fidence or respect. In questions relating merely to English 
metaphysics, he shows considerable subtilty as a reasoner ; 
he has collected much that is interesting in regard to the 
Greek philosophers ; his biographies in general are well written, 
and the value of the work is increased by a copious index. 
It has been our purpose simply to show that, in regard to the 
later German systems of philosophy, and all questions grow- 
ing out of these, he cannot be regarded as of authority. 



Art. XI. — CRITICAL NOTICES. 

3. — Chastning, sa Vie et ses (Euvres. Avec une Preface de M. 
Charles de Bemusat. Paris : Didier et Cie. 1857. 8vo. pp. 
424. 

An unusual attention to American literature and American authors 
:has been given of late in the reviews and journals of France. Almost 
•every issue of the Sivue des Deux Mondes contains some criticism or 
notice of what is done on this side of the water in historical, romantic, 
or poetical composition. Ampere's luxurious volumes of travel have 
■acquainted the Parisian aristocracy with the best side of American 
life and manners, while the sharp analysis of such writers as Isambert, 
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Remusat, and Montegut has done more ample justice to recent Ameri- 
can works than any examination in their own tongue. The best re- 
views of Prescott, Longfellow, and Mrs. Stowe have been written by 
members of the French Institute. 

This new French biography of Channing is another sign of the 
time. It is said, indeed, to be the work of an English lady resident 
in Paris, and may not, therefore, be a perfectly accurate indication of 
French sentiment. But it is written for the countrymen of Fenelon, 
and its tone is that of an original French work, and not of a transla- 
tion. The writer seems to know that her exotic is congenial to the 
soil, and will instantly take root and bear blossom and fruit. She 
writes in the confidence that the story of an apostle of freedom, of 
popular rights, of spiritual religion, will find sympathy among the 
nation which has liberated its slaves, abolished its feudalism, divided 
among its people its farms and its lands, schemed and struggled to 
realize a nobler theory of government, and, while holding the Catholic 
doctrines of the ancient Church, has resisted for centuries the Ultra- 
montane encroachments. We have no doubt that the reception and 
the success of this work will answer to the expectation of the writer. 
The essays of Laboulaye and Remusat, published at intervals within a 
few years, have already prepared the French public for a more ex- 
tended life of Channing. The fault that we have to find with M. 
Remusat's Preface in the volume before us is that it is much too short. 
We had expected from him a searching analysis of the character of 
Channing as a thinker and as a reformer, and this he has failed to 
give us. 

The biography borrows its facts from Rev. William H. Channing's Life 
of his uncle, omitting those portions which are local and sectarian, and 
specifying only such details as are necessary to complete the portrait 
of the man. It is not extravagant in panegyric, nor is it a special 
plea for a Christian heretic. It is candid, moderate, and, so far as 
controverted points are discussed, impartial. The style is clear and 
vigorous, though not as piquant and exquisite as the style of the great 
French writers, and the errors are fewer than might be expected. 
There is some misspelling of names, as in the cases of Havward and 
Narrangaset, and it is rather hyperbolical to call the islands of the 
last-mentioned bay innumerable. The Philadelphia library is set at a 
low figure, fifteen thousand volumes. In the account of the inception 
of the Antislavery movement, and Channing's connection with it, there 
are some inaccuracies. More than a third of the volume is filled by 
extracts from the correspondence of Channing and from his published 
works ; which, it must be confessed, lose something of their eloquence 
in the process of translation. 



